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In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in tite 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A method for initiating and contpleting a commercial 
transaction to allow a user to acquits an article of commerce having associated fherewi^ a 
machine resolvable code (MRC), tibe MRC having encoded therein infonnation relating to the 
aiticle of commerce, con^risitig steps of: 

5 extracting the encoded infonnation fiiom the MRC with M gxtTftfftioa 4pYfeff, 

which step of extracting initiates a commercial transaction; 

storing the encoded information from the MRC in a X&aspomy buffer; 
associating with the step, of extracting unique identification infomiation 
associated with the user that allows a retail processing system to uniquely identify the user; and 
10 after the step of extracting and storing; 

tmisferring from the extracting device to the retail processing syston die 
extracted encoded information from the MRC and the unique identification information 
associated with the step of extracting; and 

in response to the step of extracting, tiie step of transferring fiom the extraction 
15 jtsxi£g and the retail processing system receiving from the extracticwi device the encoded 
information fix>m the MRC and the transferred unique identification information, transferring 
ownership of the article of commerce to the user to complete the transaction. 

2. (Original): The method of Cl^m 1, wherein the step of extracting the encoded 
informattcm from the MRC comprises the step of scanning the MRC with a scanner, 

3. (Previously Presoited ): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of extracting the 
encoded information from the MRC comprises the step of scanning a bar code. 
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4- (Previously Presratcd): Tbe method of Claim 3, wherein the step of swmning a bar 
code comfHTises the step of scanning a universal product code (UPC). 

5. (Original): The method of Claim 1 , and further comprising the step of providing 
a personal scanner having a memory associated tiierewitb to the user, the step of extracting 
c<m^rising the step of scanning the MRC with the personal scanner and the step of storing 
comprising storing the encoded information from the scanned MRC in the memory. 

6. (Original): The method of Claim 5» wfamin die personal scanner lias associated 
therewith a unique ID and the step of transferring con^rises the step of transferring to the retail 
processing system the entire mcoded information fixim die MRC and the unique ID, wherein the 
unique ID is associated with the user at the retail processing systrai as die unique identification 

S information. 

7. (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 6, wherein Ae personal scanner is a 
wireless scanner, and the step of transferring conq>ri8es the step of wirelessly transmitting to the 
retail processing system both the extracted encoded information from the MRC and the unique 
ID. 

8« (Previously Presented): The method ofClaim6» wherein the retail processing ^stem 
is operable, upon receipt of the unique ID and the extracted information from the MRC, to 
perform the 8tq)S of: 

extracting from a lookup table user information about the user that is assockted 
S with the unique user ID, which association is created prior to the step of providing the personal 
scanner to the user; and 

completing the commercial transaction by transferring ownership of the article 
of commerce to the user associated with the user information. 



AMENUMENT AND RESPONSE 

S/N 09/597,131 

Atty. IMct No. PHLY-25357 



PACE 7f19' RCVD AT mm S:38:$3 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO{FXRF«26« DNIS:273830O" CSID:972 479 0464 ' DURATION (m^pm 



SENT BV: HOWISON, & ARNO; 972 479 0464 ; fiEP-fl-OS 4:53PM; PAGE 8 

4 

9. (Original): The method of Claim 6, and fiirthcr comprising the step of: 
creating a database at die retail processing system of a user of the personal scanner Isuch 

that the user is associated with the unique ID at the retail processing system prior to providing 
a persona] scanner to the user. 

1 0. (Original): The method of Claim 5, whmin the step of transferring occurs after 
the step of scanning the MRC. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented): The mediod of Claim S> wherein the step of transfioring 
occurs after multiple cmes of die MRCs have been stored in association with multiple articles 
of commerce, and wherein the step of transferring owneiship of the article of commerce to the 
user comprises die step of transferring ownership of all of the articles of comnmrce to the user, 

12. (Currently Amended): A system for initiating and completing a commercial 
transaction to allow a user to acquire an article of commerce* comprising: 

a machine resolvable code (MRC) associated with the ardcle of conmierce» said 
MRC having encoded therein information relating to the article of commerce; 

an extraction fci r tui t dcv tce-.device for extractii^ said encoded infonxmtiQn from 
said MRC which said extraction chrmtLite£i££ by the operation of extracting initiates a 
commercial transaction; 

a temporary buffer for storing said mcoded information from said MRC; 
an identiflcati<m device for associating unique identification inf<Hination 
associated with the user with the extraction operation of said extraction etretnt_d£^££ ; 

a retail {processing Systran operable to receive said extracted encoded information 
from said MRC and said unique identification information, after said encoded information is 
extracted and stored; 

means for transferring from said extraction device said extracted encoded 
information from said MRC and said unique identification information to said retail processing 
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system tii lesponsc t o the o p e f ati oi i o f aaid CaUacUoh circuit CAUaclmg ^fter the extracrion of 
said encoded information ftbm said MRC bv said cxtractioTi device: aad 

wherein, in response to said tetail processing system receiving ftotii said 
extraction device said encoded information from said MRC and said transferred unique 
20 identification information, ownership of the article of commerce is transferred to the user to 
complete said commercial transaction^ such diat the operation of extracting performed by said 
extracting circtri t device is operable to cause transfer of said extracted encoded information 
fiom said MRC and said unique identificaticHi information to said retail processing system and 
said retail processing system completing said commercial transaction. 

13. (Currently Amended): The system ofGlaim 12, wherein said extraction circmt 
device comprises a scanner land said encoded inf<»ination is extracted from said MRC by 
scanning said MRC with said scaimer. 

1 4. (Original): The system of Claim 12, wherein said MRC is a bar code. 

15. (Origmal): The system of Claim 14, wherein said bar code comprises a universal 
iwoduct code (UPC). 

16. (Currently Amen*d): The system of Claim 1 2, and further comprising a personal 
scanner that comprises in part said extraction circnstikxisB ^ said personal scanner includes 
a m^ory associated therewith that comprises in part said temporary buffer, which said pet^oml 
scanner is transferrable to a user wherein said MRC is scanned with said personal seamier 

5 said encoded infonn^on from said scamied MRC is stored in said memory. 

17. (Previously Presented): The system of Claim 16, wherein said personal scanner 
has associated therewith a unique ID, and which said uriique ID is transferred to said retail 
processing system by said means for transferriiig widi said entire encoded information fiom said 
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MRC, and wherein said unique ID is associated with said user at said retail processing isystem 
5 as said unique identification iofiynnation, 

1 8. (Previously Presented): The system of Claim 1 7, wherein said personal scanner 
is a wireless scanner and includes said means for transferring as a part hereof such that both 
said extracted encoded information from said MRC and said unique ID are witelessly 
transmitted to said retail processing system. 

19. (Original): The system of Claim 17, wherein said retail processing system is 
operable, iq>on receipt of said unique ID and said extracted information from said MRC, to 
extract from a lookup table u^ in6mnatton about said user, said user information associated 
with said unique user ID, vAdch association is created prior to said personal scanner being 

5 provided to said user, and then eonq)teting the commercial tiansacti^ 

of die article of commerce to said user associated with said user information. 

20. (Previously Presented): The systrai of Claim 17, wherein said retail processing 
system furOier comiHises a database having a record of said user of said personal seamier such 
that said user is associated widi said unique scanner ID at said retail processing sy st^ prim to 
I»oviding said personal scanner to said user. 

21 . (Previously Presented); The system of Claim 16, wherein said extracted encoded 
information fiom said MRC and said unique identification information are mmsferred after said 
MRC is scanned* 

22. (Previously Presented): TTie system of Claim 16, wherein said extracted ^oded 
information from said respective MRCs and said unique identification information are 
transferred after multiple ones of said MRCs have been stored in association with multiple 
articles of commerce, and wbeatein when ownership in one article of commerce is transferred to 

5 said user, ownership of all of the articles of commerce are transferred to said user. 
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